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their lives as uncomplicated by govern-
ment as possible. Time and time again,
however, we have seen ObamaCare
doing the very opposite.

Across my district, hourly employees
are seeing cutbacks in their work-
weeks. Multiple employers are weigh-
ing the costs of offering health cov-
erage to their employees. I have re-
ceived countless complaints from folks
whose insurance was canceled or whose
premiums increased.

It is offensive that the White House
dismisses these experiences as ‘‘anec-
dotal.” The people in my district do
not consider their lives, their busi-
nesses, and their health care to be an-
ecdotal. Delays and exemptions have
proven that this law is flawed and un-
workable.

ObamaCare has got to go and be re-
placed by patient-centered health care
reform.

————

SUPPORT FOR UNDERAGE
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCNERNEY. Madam Speaker,
the current surge of children seeking
entrance to the United States and the
protection of our laws is a humani-
tarian challenge that we cannot ignore.
The reasons for this surge are complex,
ranging from a misunderstanding of
the 2008 law signed by President Bush
to discourage human trafficking to the
consequences of our drug wars.

Our focus should be the interests of
the children. Any person in this coun-
try is assured due process and the pro-
tection of our laws. Shortcutting these
protections would be a tragedy and a
crime. Each case must be decided on an
individual basis, taking the child’s best
interest into account. Sending children
back to be likely victims of murder or
other crimes would be morally unac-
ceptable and would cause new waves of
refugees.

As in the aftermath of World War II
when the United States helped rebuild
Europe, taking the moral and humani-
tarian road will benefit us in the long
run, whether this means finding homes
for these children in the United States
or helping their countries of origin de-
velop the infrastructure to receive
them back. This will create safe,
friendly, and stable neighbors.

I urge Americans to support the hu-
manitarian road that will benefit the
children and our country.

———
IRAQ

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, for
a decade, the United States, the inter-
national community, and the Iraqi peo-
ple sacrificed immeasurably in support
of the Iraqi people and their future.
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Generations of Americans and Iraqis
bear the indelible marks of this con-
flict. Unfortunately, the gains wrought
at such cost are now jeopardized by the
shortsightedness and malfeasance of
Iraq’s political leaders.

To survive, Iraq needs a government
that is inclusive and representative.
And if we are to support Iraq militarily
or in any other way, our Nation must
know that we are supporting such a
government, a condition that I do not
believe the Maliki regime meets.

Moreover, if the U.S. is to assist Iraq
beyond current efforts, the President
must seek a new Authorization for the
Use of Military Force from Congress. 1
believe that authorization and that de-
bate is absolutely essential, and I am
concerned about the slippery slope we
are going down.

We must not become further em-
broiled in another Iraq conflict without
both a thorough debate and a legiti-
mate partner in the Iraqi Government.

———

OUR FAILING INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, Re-
publicans talk a lot about the need for
the Federal Government to provide
businesses with certainty so they can
plan for the future. I agree with them.
So why do they continue to block a
long-range plan to fix our crumbling
roads and bridges?

Across the country, one of every nine
bridges is structurally deficient, and
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers recently gave our national infra-
structure a grade of D-plus. In my dis-
trict alone, 129 bridges have been
deemed functionally obsolete, and 65
are structurally deficient. Every Amer-
ican who drives a car, rides a train, or
crosses a bridge knows we need to act.

Our national infrastructure was once
the envy of the world. In a lot of com-
munities today, it is an embarrass-
ment. A strong, long-term investment
in infrastructure provides States, cit-
ies, and businesses the certainty they
need for the future. It will keep Ameri-
cans safe and help commerce move
more efficiently, and it will put tens of
thousands of workers back on the job.

Madam Speaker, we should take this
opportunity to create jobs and cer-
tainty for a change and enact a
multiyear transportation bill.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yveas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote incurs objection under clause
6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.
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PERMANENT INTERNET TAX
FREEDOM ACT

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3086) to permanently extend
the Internet Tax Freedom Act.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3086

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Permanent
Internet Tax Freedom Act’.

SEC. 2. PERMANENT MORATORIUM ON INTERNET
ACCESS TAXES AND MULTIPLE AND

DISCRIMINATORY TAXES ON ELEC-
TRONIC COMMERCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1101(a) of the
Internet Tax Freedom Act (47 U.S.C. 151
note) is amended by striking *‘ during the pe-
riod beginning November 1, 2003, and ending
November 1, 2014,

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxes im-
posed after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 3086, currently under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The clock is ticking down on a key
law that protects Internet freedom. On
November 1, 2014, a temporary morato-
rium on State taxation of Internet ac-
cess will expire.

In 1998, Congress temporarily banned
State and 1local governments from
newly taxing Internet access or placing
multiple or discriminatory taxes on
Internet commerce. With minor modi-
fications, this ban was extended three
times with enormous bipartisan sup-
port. The most recent extension passed
in 2007.

If the moratorium is not renewed,
the potential tax burden on consumers
will be substantial. The average tax
rate on communications services in
2007 was 13.5 percent, more than twice
the average rate on all other goods and
services. To make matters worse, this
tax is regressive. Low-income house-
holds pay 10 times as much in commu-
nications taxes as high-income house-
holds as a share of income.

The Permanent Internet Tax Free-
dom Act converts the moratorium into
a permanent ban on which consumers,
innovators, and investors can perma-
nently rely by simply striking the 2014
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